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Preface to the Reader. 


* HE following Letter was written 
| in the Tear 1739, in my Voyage 
. fo Philadelphia, and was prin- 
ted afterwards at London in a quite 
different Dreſs than that in which I ſent 
it over: I thought proper therefore to 
tet the World ſee it as it came out of my 
Hands, excepting a few Alterations that 
have been made in it, I truſt for the bet- 
ter. I hope it will be particularly * 4 
nable at this Time. — For, as there has 
been lately an Awakening in Scotland, ſo 
I. ſuppoſe Perſons will of themſelves na- 
turally join together, and form little 
dͤocieties. — For ſuch this freſh Eaition 
of the enſuing Traft is particularly 

deſigned-— And that God may give it 
his B y , ts the hearty Prayer of their 
Souls Well-wiſher and Servant in th 


Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, _ 50 


GEORGE WHITE FIELD, 


May the 25th 1742. 
On board the Mary 
and Ann, Captain An- 
gu5:Commander,bound 
from London to Leith, 


-— 3 
Poſtſcript to the Reader. 
| Edinburgh, June 4th 1742. 


. my Paſſage to this Place I met 
with a Bool lately 2 7 out 
of which ] have taken the follow- 
ing Extratt.— Methinks there is ſome- 
thing in it ſo truly noble, and ſo very 
neceſſary to be learn d at this Time, and 
ſo exattly expreſſing the Language of my 
own Heart, that I thought proper to 
annex it to this Letter. May the com- 
 » paſſionate Lover of Souls fill every Reader 
with that univerial Love that is recom- 
mended therein. — Mell then will it be 
with them, and happy will they be. 


J am, 
Thy Spule Well-wiſber, 
and hearty Servant, 
in Jeſus Chriſt, 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


FS 
ecke 
My dear Brethren in Chriſt, 


| — HE Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the He- 

.- brews, Chap. x. 23. exhorts them to 

hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith 

without wavering ; and ſoon after 

adds, as a moſt effectual Means to fo 

defirable an End, Lat us conſider one another to pro- 

voke unto Love, and to good Works; not forſaking 
the aſſembling of ourſelves together. NS. 
As Chriſtianity was not then the National Re 


ligion, I ſuppoſe the Aſſemblies here intended were 


not ſuch as our publick Congregations, but rather 
little private Societies, or Aſſociations, or Churches, 


as was the Cuſtom of the primitive Chriſtians, who, 


we are told, continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine, and in Fellowſhip one with another. 

This was the Apoſtle's Exhortation to the Chri- 
ſtians of thoſe Times; and I am fully perſwaded 
there never was more Occaſion for renewing it than 
in the Age wherein we live. 

For nothing hath of late more alarmed the Ene- 
mies of the Croſs of Chriſt than the Zeal that God 
hath ſtirred up in the Hearts 'of many to put in 
Practice this Apoſtolical Injunction. Balls, Plays, 
Horſe-Races, and ſuch like unchriſtian and fatal 
Entertainments, are countenanced and ſupported 
by publick Authority. Few (publickly at leaft) 
have as yet had Courage to ſpeak, preach, or 
write for the ſuppreſſing them ſo plainly and pu- 
blickly as they ought ; But, if the Children of God 


meet 


— — — — * 


in their moſt holy Faith, almoſt every one's Mouth 


be ſpoken, even many of our Maſters in Hyael, 
who ought to be Patterns, and promote every good 


| iy op bitter in their Invectives againſt religious 


to perfiſt in your Obedience to the fore- mentioned 
Injunction once delivered to the Saints; and ſo 


Floor. — The Ks wa mult firſt be ſmitten; next 


My Brethren, watch and pray one for another, that 


Temptation, and having done all to ſtand, / 


6 


Wet (as they are required) to build up each other 
is 0 againſt them. Nay, with Grief it muſt 


Word and Work, are not content with countenan- 
cing the polite, that is, finful Diverſions of the Age 
by their Preſence and Appobation, but are . 


jeties. The former, tho? directly contrary to 
our Baptiſmal Vow, are deemed innocent, if not 
uſeful, by them. The latter they are continually 
crying down (eſpecially if uy Life or Divine 
Power be amongſt them) as ſchiſmatical, ſeditious, 
and tending to deſtroy the preſent eſtabliſhed Con- 
ſtitution. , FT 
For theſe, and many ſuch like Reaſons, as pre- 
ſent with you in Spirit, tho' abſent in Body, 1 
thought it my Duty to put you in mind zealouſſy 


much the more, as in all Probability the Day of 
Perſecution nearer and nearer approaches. E 
God has given an Harveſt, and there has been 
a Gathering in.—A winnowing Time will come.— 
His Fan is already in his Hand: — Yet a little 
while, and (if the Work lately begun be carried 
on) I am perſwaded he will throughly purge his 
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Endeavours will be exerted to ſcatter the Sheep.— 
The religious Societies Stan has undoubtedly de- 
ſired to have, that he may ſift them as Wheat.— 


899 * big, Log 
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you may be enabled to ſtand in ſuch an Hour of 
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Be 
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lory.— Religious Society is of Divine Extraction. 
1 Bod firſt made Man, fo God firſt faid, I fl 
ur good that Man ſpoud be alone, I will make a 
y meet for him. Meet, as I take it, not mere- 
v for his Body (Man had few corporal Wants in 
radile) but chiefly and primarily for his better 
Part the Soul, 22. that he might have one to con- 
rerſe with of his own Species, Bone of his Bone, 
and Fleſh of his Fleſh. 
"Tis true, Man is now a fallen, but yet he is a 


into this World was to prepare for a better; fo 


Work of our Salvation. 5 
Upon this Account it was that the firſt Chri- 


ſtians ſo frequently aſſembled themſelves together, 
when obliged to ſhut the Doors for fear of the 


ws. — And their continuing in Fellowſhip with 
each other, was one main Reaſon why they conti- 
nued ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles Doctrine. 

Take then, my Brethren, the primitivę Chri- 


ſtians for your Enſamples : — Their Practices are 


recorded for our learning. No Power on Earth can 


lawfully forbid .or hinder Four imitating them. 


In all ſuch Caſes we muſt obey God rather than 
Man; otherwiſe we ſo far deny our holy Profeſ- 
fion, and are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt : And 
tho', becauſe you have got a little out of the for- 


mal Way, ſome blind Zealots may brand you as 


ſchiſmatical; yet if you fear God, and truly ho- 
nour the King, and are of the Number of thoſe 
who are quiet in the Land, there is no Reaſon can 
| be 


= 7 
Be not aſhamed of that wherein you ought to 


ſocial Creature: And as the End of his coming 


vithout doubt the chief End of Society in gene- 5 
al, and of religious Society in particular, is that 
we may be Helps meet for each other in the great 
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religious he 5 . 5 
In this Reſpect, a private Prelate has no more 


without a premeditated Form of Words ; you may 


2 p 3 l 
be uo againſt your Societies, which will not 


equally hold good againſt all aſſembling together 


uthority than a private Presbyter.—IF it be law. 
ful for more than Five to meet in a private Veltry, 


it is equally lawful for more than Five to meet in 


a private Houſe ; as is the Practice of ſome of the 
Societies who are under the Government of thoſe 
called the Twelve Stewards. —IFf it be enquired of 
you by what Authority you uſe ſometimes to pray 


enquire, © By what Authority any one reads the 
% Church-forms who is not commiſſioned ſo to do, 
&« and that in any Place but in the Church,” where 
only they are appointed to be read, and only b). 
one ſo A toy If they reply, We have 
« Doctor Woodward's Form; You may anſwer 
them with this Queſtion, What Difference is there, 


4 in reſpect to others, between a Perſon's reading 


& a Form which few that hear it know before- 


© hand, and a Perſon's praying exrempore, as the 


« Holy Spirit gives him Utterance? If they 


laugh at all Mention of praying by the Spirit, 
Brethren, I hope you know better. Stand faſt 


therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
you free; and be not afraid by ſuch a Practice to 
make Innovations into the Church, That does not 
confine its Members to Forms, but within the 


Church-Walls, nor even there altogether.— In pri- 


vate Aſſemblies, ſuch as yours, all are left to their 
Liberty; and therefore, as many as would hinder 
you in this, at once diſcover their pitiable Igno- 


rance of that Conſtitution they pretend to promote, 


and 


ee OT, 
and an anhappy Eſtrangement from the Spirit and 
Privileges of the Goſpel. | 


How to improve your Meetings ſo as beſt to pro- 


mote God's Glory, and the Good of your own Souls, 


ought to be your. conſtant and chief Concern : For 


as Chriſtians in general, ſo Members of religious 
Societies in particular, are as Cities built upon a 


Hill; and therefore it more highly concerns them 


to let their Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
ſeeing their good Works, may glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. | „ 

Not that a Communion of perfect Saints is to 
be expected here on Earth: Or that you ought to 
be immediately offended, if ſome of your Brethren 
ſhould be overtaken with a Fault.—In this World 
Tares will be always ſpringing up amongſt the 
Wheat.—Many that are firſt will be laſt, and the 


laſt firſt —Nay, it is well if ſome do not like 7. 
das at length lay afide their Profeſſion, and open- 


ly betray our Maſter. | 
To prevent this, you ought to be very cautious, 


my Brethren, whom you admit into Fellowſhip 
with you.—Examine them again and again, not 


barely whether they receive the Sacrament, and go 


to Church; but whether they be in the Faith. Set 
them upon. proving their own ſelves; and by no 
means receive them into your Brotherhood, unleſs 
they can produce ſufficient Evidences of their ha- 
ving taſted the good Word of Life, and felt the 
Powers of the World to come.—This, ſome may 
object, is not a very good Way to increaſe and 
multiply you as to Number; but it is the beſt, the 
only Way, to eſtabliſh and increaſe a Communion 
of true Saints. — And ſuch a Society, conſiſting of 
a few ſolid Chriſtians, is _ preferable ro one that 
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ſhamefully fall away. 


Church or State. No; ſuch Thoughts, I truſt, are 
deviliſh.— And, if ever ſuch Defigns ſhould be ſet 


The only End, I hope, you all propoſe by your 


however Fooliſhneſs to others, I truſt, my Bre- 


taker of the Divine Nature by the — 
; h 4 * 8 


? 
10 


is filled with a Multitude of ſuch as do not bring 
forth Fruit unto Holineſs, but have only the Fig- 


crites will do any Society more Harm than Good: 
And however they may endure for a while, and 
receive the Word with Joy; yet, having no Root 
in themſelves, in Time of 2 ati 


( 
] 
leaves of an outward Profeſſion. Formal Hypo- 
| 


emptation they will . 
ET 
Next, To your Care about admitting others, I l 
think it highly concerns you, whenever you aflem- ©: 
ble, to remember the End of meeting yourſelves ; 
and then (to uſe the Words of the wiſe Son of 


Srach on another Occafion) you will never do a- | 


mis. Now, the End of your meeting, Brethren, . 


is not that you may think yourſelves more holy 


than your Neighbours, much leſs to form a Sect or 


Party, or promote a Schiſm or Sedition in the 


far from you: — For they are earthly, ſenſual, 


on Foot, I earneſtly pray God the Abettors of them 
may be detected, and all their Schemes, tho? ne- 
ver ſo plauſibly concerted, fall to the Ground. 


aſſembling yourſelves. together, is the fame for 
which you were redeemed, viz. the renewing of 

our depraved Natures, and promoting the hidden 
Life of Jeſus Chriſt in your Souls. —Theſe Terms, 


thren, are not ſo to you. —I take it for granted 
* are not only deſirous of, but already in ſome 
Meaſure bleſſed with, a ſaving experimental Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt in your Hearts: For unleſs 
a Man be born again from above, and made a Par- 


aa 3. 


God's Holy Spirit, I can in nowiſe enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever denies this to be 


true in the moſt literal, real and abſolute Senſe of 


the Words, knows nothing yet as he ought to 
know: — For it is grounded on a lelt-evident 


Truth, that we are fallen from God in Adam, and 
muſt be renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, ere 
we can be reſtored to that bliſsful Communion with 


him, which is the free Gift of God and eternal 


Life.--- 

The only Way to this is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
Faith in Contradiſtintion to, tho' neceſſarily pro- 
ductive of, good Works.— Tam the Way,the Truth, 
and the Life := Whoſoever believeth on me, tho" he 
were dead, yet ſpall he live, ſays Chriſt himſelf.— 
And I think it my bounden Duty to exhort you 
at this Time, to contend earneſtly for the Doctrine 
of Juſtification by Faith only, becauſe ſo many 


blind Guides are lately gone out into the World.— 


My Brethren, it is much to be feared that many of 
our preſent Preachers are no better than doctrinal 
Papiſts. And however this, to thoſe 2vho having 
Eyes ſee not, may be judged an uncharitable Cen- 
ſure; yet ſurely they cannot juſtly blame me for 
Want of Candour, who conſider that one who has 
been reputed to be the moſt orthodox Prelate in the 
Kingdom, in a late Paſtoral Letter adviſes his 
Clergy, © fo to explain the Doctrine of Juſtification 
in the Sight of God by Faith only, as to make 
* good Works a neceſſary Condition.” Such Ad- 
vice from a Roman Cardinal would be no more 
than we might expect ; but, coming from a Biſho 
of the Church of England, is ſurpriſing, and muc 
to be lamented. | | | 
Bi: _ 


ä 
God forbid, my Brethren, that you ſhould ſo 
learn Chriſt. If the Scriptures are true, ſuch a 
Doctrine is abſolutely falſe.— The lively Oracles 
nowhere declare good Works to be a neceſſary Con- 
dition of our Juſtification in the Sight of God; 
Ou the contrary, they everywhere affirm, that 
Salvation is the free Gif? of God, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord :— That we are ſaved by Grace 
through Faith; and that it is not of Works, Ef 
any Man (hould boaſt. No, my Brethren, in the 
= Myſtery of Man's Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 


. Boaſting 1s entirely excluded. 


We muſt not expect to be ſaved, or any way 


recommend ourſelves to God, by any or all the 


Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, or 
ſhall, or can do.— The Lord Chriſt is our Righie. 
ouſneſ5,—our whole eee — It is to be 


Imputed to us, inſtead of our own.— We are com. 
Pleat in him, ſays the Scripture.— We are accounted 


righteous before God, only for the Merits of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, by Faith, ſaith the eleventh 
Article of our Church. And, if fo, how are good 
Works, my Brethren, a neceſſary Condition of our 
Juſtification in the Sight of God? The Law in. 
deed ſays, Do this, and live :— But the Goſpel 


brings us the glad Tidings, that Chriſt is the En 


of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that bt. 
lieveth.— Chriſt by his Sacrifice, and perfect Obe. 
dience, has every way fulfilled the Law for us; 
and God will not require to be paid twice. Chriſt 
bought our Juſtification with a great Price, even 
his own Blood. It comes to us freely, without any 


Regard to Works paſt, preſent, or to come.— Thi 
is the conſtant Language of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
And therefore, to uſe the Words of the foremention' 


Ar 


1 1 3 
Article, That we are juſtified by Faith only, is 
« a moſt wholeſam Doctrine, and very full of 
Comfort. Obſerve, my Brethren, juſtified by 
or through Faith, and not for Faith ;— for Faith is 
only a Means or Inſtrument whereby the whole 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt is applied to the Sin- 
ners Sou] :— And whoſoever does thus believe in 
his Heart, ſetting to his Seal that God is true, may 


then be aſſured that his Pardon is ſealed in Heaven; 


and that notwithſtanding he has lived in an open 
Breach of God's Commandments all his Lifetime 
before. Believe, ſays the Apoſtle to the trembling 
Jaylor, and thou ſhalt be ſaved :— For whoſoever 
believeth that Feſus is the Chriſt, is born of God.— 
So that this Faith will not be dead, idle or in- 
active: — For *tis not a Faith of the Head, or a 
bare Aſſent to Things credible as credible ;— the 
Devils thus believe and tremble :— But it is a Faith 
of the Heart,—- a living Principle of new Life, 


infuſed into the Soul 2 Spirit of God, apply- 
ing that inward ly, whic 5 


was wrought for him out- 
wardly by the Obedience and Death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and continually —_ the Poſſeſſor of it to 


Mew it forth by his Works; not as neceſſary Con- 


ditions, but as Proofs, of his Juſtification in God's 


Sight; and as ſo many Tokens of his Gratitude 
and Love for what God has done for his Soul. 
This is what the Apoſtle ſtiles a Faith working by 
A 100 | 

I cannot conclude this better than in the Words 
of a truly Evangelical Writer now before me.— 
« 'The Law (ſayſt thou) muſt be obeyed.” I an- 
ſwer, Chriſt Jeſus hath done that in his own 
<- Perſon, and juſtified me thereby; and, for my 


# own Part, I will not labour now to fulfil the Law 


— % for 


. OY or eggs oe PI > rn PP. g i A 5 P 
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* for. Juſtification, leſt I ſhould undervalue the 
« Merits of the Man Chrift Jeſus, and what he hath 
& done without me; and yet will I labour to ful. 
% fi], if poſſible, Ten thouſand Laws if there were 
t ſo many: And oh let it be out of Love to my 
4 ſweet Lord Jeſus For the Love of Chriſt con. 
« ſtrains me. 

Jou ſee, my Brethren, this is a 
I love to dwell upon.— A divine Fire kind] 


ſpeakable Importance to the Well-be1 
9 Society, .viz. a Spirit of univerſal Love. 
Let not Bigotry or Party-zeal be ſo much as once 
named amongſt you ; For it becometh not Saints, 
Our Lord was a Stranger to it. Whoſoever did 
the Will of his Father, the ſame was his Brother, 
his Siſter, his Mother. Wherever he ſaw the Marks 
of true Faith, tho' in a Centurion or a Syrophe- 
aician, who were Aliens to the Commonwealth of 
Iſrael and Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, 
how did he publiſh and commend it? Be Followers 

then him, my Brethren, as dear Children; and 
love all who love our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity and 
Truth, altho' they ſhould not in all Things follow 
with us.— Phariſees and Sadducees, the Self-righte- 
ous and Free-thinkers of this Generation, all the 
Children of the Devil, whether rich or poor, high 
or low, however they may differ in other Relpetts 


et agree in this one „vis. to . ſt 
is Lord and againſt 457 37298 Why ſhould: not 
the Children of God, notwithſtanding. their little 
Differences, unite in one common Intereſt againſt 


ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high Places? Oh TAR 
| | at 
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« chat call themſelves Chriſtians were thus minded! 
h How ſhould we ſee the Kingdom of Chriſt come 
. with Power, and Satan hike Lightning fall from 
Haven From the Beginning it hath been his 7 
Policy to divide Chriſtians into Sects and Parties, 
hoping thereby not only to weaken their Intereſt, 
but to make them thereby believe that Religion 
wholly confiſts in being of this or that particular 

ommunion :— And this Subtilty of that old Ser- 
pent hath ſo e. that tho' we all profeſs to 
hold one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm; yet Num- 
hers look upon thoſe that differ from them, and 
that only in Externals, almoſt as Creatures of a- 
nother Species, and forbid us with ſuch even to 
eat. This was once the State of the ib, as 
it is now of the Chriſtian Church but God ſhewd 
his Diſlike of ſucha Temper, by convincing Peter 
n a miraculous Manner, that he was henceforward 


o call nothing common or unclean, but freely to 
onverſe with all who feared him and worked 


w 


ff MRightcouſneſs, for that all ſuch were accepted of 
> Mhim.— My Brethren, be not you diſobedient to 
his heavenly Viſion :— For our Sakes no doubt it 


as written, and for as many as the Lord our God 
hall call. The Self-righteous, and perhaps ſome 
who are weak in Faith, will cenſure and condemn 
your Conduct (as the Brethren did Perer) when 
hey clpy your free Converſation in Chrift : — But 
Peter has furniſhed you with an Anſwer ; Foraſ- 


— — — — == 


s, nuch as God hath given to them the like Gift as to 
ſt , who believed on Feſus, what are we, that we „ 
x {Would wirhſtand God? How dare we make a Dif- 


erence, when God has made none? How dare we 
ot freely converſe with thoſe who have received 
he Holy Ghoſt as well as we? 

: Further, 


*, 


_ — ——— ä — —-— — 
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Power of Religion can ſubũſt in ſuch a lukewarm 


and ſuperficial Way of proceeding, is very hard to 
gether be thus altogether in vain, but plainly and 


tirement, and happily prevent and deliver you from 


16 | 

Further, my * content not yourſelves 
with Reading, Singing and Praying together; but 
ſet ſome Time 5 to confeſs your Faults and com. 
municate your Experiences one to another. — For 

Want of this (which I take to be one chief Defi 
oſ private Meetings) moſt of the old Societies in 
London, I fear, are ſunk into a dead Formality, and 
have only a Name to live. — They meet on a 
Sabbath Evening, read a Chapter, and ſing a Pſalm; 
but ſeldom, if ever, acquaint each other with the 
rations of God's Spirit upon their Souls, not- 
withſtanding this was the great End and Intention 
of thoſe who firſt began theſe Societies. Hence it 
is that they have only the. Form of Godlineſs left 
amongſt them, and continue utter Strangers to the 
State of one another's Hearts. How Love or the 


conceive. My Brethren, let not your coming to- 


cely tell one another what God has done for your 
Souls. To this End, you would do well, as others fþ 
have done, to form yourſelves into little Companies 
ef” Four or Five each, and meet once a Week to tell 
each other what is in your Hearts; that you then 
alſo pray for and comfort each other as Need ſhall 
require. None but thoſe that have had Experience 
can tell the unſpeakable Advantages of ſuch a Union 
and Communion of Souls.— By this Means, brother- 
ly Love will be excited and increaſed amongſt you, 
and you will learn to watch over one another. for 
good.— This will teach you the better how to pray 
and give Thanks for each other in your private Re- 
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many Snares of the Devil: — For Satan loves that 
| M0 
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we ſhould keep his Temptations to ourſelves 
cares not N to meddle with thoſe who ha 
knows will diſcover his Devices to their Brethren. 
Befides, this is a moſt effectual Means for eac to 
try the Sincerity of his own Heart, as well as a- 
? Mnother's.— No one, I think, that truly loves his 
down Soul, and his Brethren as himſelf, will be 
ſhy of opening his Heart, in order to have their 
Advice, Reproof, Admonition, and Prayers, as 
ne ¶ Occaſions require— A ſincere Perſon will eſteem 
it one of the greateſt Bleflings ;— Nor do I know 
a better Means in the World to keep Hypocriſy 
out from amongſt you.— Phariſees and Unbelievers 
will pray, read, and fing Pſalms; but none ſave 
an Mraeclite indeed will endure to have his Heart 
ſearched out. He that hath Ears to bear, let hie 
mar. - | 

Finally, my Brethren, expect a large Share 
Contem = L, Chriſt's Servants Vie alw: 7 
the World's Fools. — As for this Sch or Hereſy 
laid the cus to Paul, awe know it is everywhere 
Molen againſt. — And again, Paul had Authority 

from the chief Prieſts, to bring as many as he found 


11 Wot hi Hay. Thus were NY Ka of the Lord 
treated in the Infancy of the Church; — And as it 


11 was formerly, ſo it 18 and will be now. — In | our 
ce Days, to be a true Chriſtian, 1s real * to become 
5 ſeandalous.—If you were of the World, the World 


would love its own 5 but if you are not of the 
World, but Chriſt has choſen you out of the World, 
for this very Cauſe the World moſt aſſuredly will 
hate you, — However it may ſeem ſtrange to the 
natural Man, yet there never was a true Saint, who 
was not, like his Saviour, accounted beſide him- 
Au hey at vn Live A in n Je- 
| us 
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Tus muſt to the End of Time ſuffer Perſecution fot 
his Name's Sake. 5 
But, God forbid, my Brethren, that a little, 
nay, that all the Contempt in the World, ſhould 
anywiſe move you away from the ſtedfaſt Profeſſion 
of the Hope of the Goſpel.---Our Lord was deſpi. 
ſed before us ;--- And you know the Servant muſt 
not preſume to be above his Maſter. No; it i 
ſufficient if he be as his Maſter, made perfed 
through Sufferings.---Be ſtedfaſt therefore, my Bre. 
thren, quit yourſelves like Men, be ſtrong ; yea, 
be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of hi 
Mig in. Be not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
but follow your Maſter without the Camp, bear. 
ing his ſacred Reproach.---When * are reviled 
revile not again. --- Bleſs, my Brethren, and curſ 
not.---Be GY ct to the higher Power in all lawful 
Things, and beware of all who would turn Reli 
goon into Faction. Remember again and again 
that the Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal; 
and that it is our Glory, when called to it, pa 
tiently to ſuffer for the Truth's Sake. 
Thus, my Brethren, out of the Fulneſs of mi 
Heart have I wrote unto you. Many of yo 
I never yet ſaw, and perhaps never may ſee in the 
Fleſh; However I love you in the Bowels d 
Jeſus Chriſt, and heartily beſeech God to blcbi# 
what I truſt his Spirit has now enabled me to writ 
unto you.--- 8 
You ſee, my Brethren, I have confined myſel 
to ſuch Particulars as relate to the improving you 
Societies, and making them truly Chriſtian.—! 
hope you will in like manner take heed to your 
Ways in common Life, and never give the Ad ver 


ſary Room juſtly to ſpeak reproachfully of you th 
a 


„ 
Body, and preſerve you blameleſs till the 


Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his ; 
Saints. Then all Tears ſhall be wiped away from 
your Eyes, and we ſhall ſpend an endleſs Eternity 
in ſinging Praiſes to him that fitteth upon the 

Throne, even unto the Larnb for ever and ever.— | 

Now, uno him that is thle to keep you from fal. 4 

ling, and to preſerve you faultleſs before the Pre-M 

ſence of his Glory with exceeding Foy, to te 

oy wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and Maje-ff 

y, Dominion and Power, bot now and ever.! 

Amen! 1 
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— Follows the Ex TRACT. 
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UT the Doctor has a ſecond Reply to this Matter, 
which ſtands thus expreſſed. / het her, lays he, 
hou conſider the Divinity, or the Senſe of this, could 
George Fox himſelf have out-done it? p. 48. This 
Reply, conſider d in itſelf, might have its Place 
amongſt thoſe Agebraic Quantities, that are ſome 
Degrees leis than nothing; but with regard to 
the Doctor's Purpoſe it has ſomething in it, for it is 
an Appeal to ht which is very powerful, which 


- - 


has ſuppreſs'd many a Truth; it is an Appeal 
to out = Prejudice, L ＋ Tab that the ach is 
not without his Expectations from that Quarter. 
nd thus it is, that the Catholick Artiſt, in his 
untry playa a Martin Luther, when he wants 
to reproach hat which he knows not how to con- 
ſute. What Degeee of Senſe, or Divinity George 
Fox was poſſeſſed of, I cannot pretend to ſay, hav- 
ing never read any of his Writings; but, it he has 
flid any good and divine Truths, I ſhould be as 
well pleaſed in ſeeing them in his Books, as in any 
of the Fathers of the primitive Church. For as the 
Goſpel requires me to be glad to ſee Piety, Eguity, 
ſtrict S$obriery, and extenſive Charity in a Few or 
aGentile, as in a Chriſtian; as it obliges me to look 
with Pleaſure upon their Virtues, and be thankful 
to God, that ſuch Perſons have ſo much *r. 
in them; ſo it cannot be an 


unchriſtian Spirit to be as glad to ſee Truths in one 

Party of Chriſtians as in another; and to look wit 

Pleature upon any good Doctrines that are held by 
any 
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any Sect ot Chriſtian People, and be thankful to 
God, that they have ſo much of the genuine, ſaving 
Truths of the Goſpel amongſt them. For if we 
have no Anger or 8 againſt thoſe that are 
divided ffom us, but what proceeds from a Chri- 
ſtian Fear that what they Hold and pract iſe will 
not be ſo beneficial to them, as our Religion will 


be to us, muſt we not have the utmoſt Readineſs 


and Willingneſs to find, own, and rejoice in thoſe 


good Doctines and Practices which they ſtill retain 


and profeſs ? If a poor Pilgrim, under a Neceſſity 
of travelling a dangerous and difficult Road by 
himſelf, had, through his o Perverſene/s, loſt the 
Uſe of a Leg, and the Sight of one Eye, could we 
be ſaid to have any charitable Concern for his Per- 
verſeneſs and Misfortune, unleſs we were glad to 
ſee that he had one good Leg, and one good Eye 
ſtill left, and unleſs we hop'd and defir'd they 
might bring him at laſt to his Journey's End? 
Now, let every Part of the Church which takes it- 
ſelf to be ſound and good, and is only angry at 
every other Part, becauſe they have end the 
Means of their own Salvation ; let her but have 
thus much Charity in her Anger, and then ſhe will 
be glad to ſee, in every perverſe Diviſion, ſome- 
thing like the one good Leg, and the one good Eye 
of the Pilgrim, and which ſhe will hope and wiſh 
may do them the ſame Good. | 
Sel5ſpmeſs and Partiality are very inhumane and 
baſe Qualities, even in the Things of this World; 


but in the Doctrines of Religion they are of a 


baſer Nature. Now, this is the gyeateſl Evil that 
the Diviſion of the Church has brought forth; it 
raiſes in every Communion a ſelſiſo, partial Ortho- 
doxy, which conſiſts in courageouſly defending wr 

1 . | that 


that it has, and condemning all that it has not. 
And thus every Champion 1s train'd up in Defence 
of their oα Truth, their own Learning, and their 
own Church ; anu he has the moſt Merit, the moſt 
Honour, who likes every Thing, defends every 
Thing amongſt themſelves, and leaves nothing 
uncenſured in thoſe. that are of a different Com- 
munion. Now, how can Truth, and Goodneſs, and 
Union, and Religion be more ſtruck at, than by 
ſuch Defenders of it? If you ask why the great 
Biſhop of Meux wrote ſo many learned Books a- 
gainſt all Parts of the Reformation, it is becauſe 
he was born in France, and bred up in the Boſom 
of Mor her Church. Had he been born in England, 
had Oxford or Cambridge been his Alma Mater, 
he might have rival'd our great Biſhop &Silling ſteet, 
and would have wrote as many learned Folio s a- 
gainſt the Church of Rozze as he has done. And 
yet I will venture to ſay, that if each Church could 
produce but one Man a-plece ' that had the Pzery 
of an Apoſtle, and the inpartial Love of the firit 
Chriſtians, in the firſt Church at eruſalem, that 
a Proteſtant and a Papiſt of this Stamp would not 
want half a Sheet of Paper to hold their Articles 
of Union, nor be half an Hour before they were 
of one Religion. by 
lf we lov'd Truth as ſuch ; if we ſought it for 
its own Sake ; if we lov'd our Neighbour as onr- 
ſelves; if we defir'd nothing by our Religion but 
to be acceptable to God; if we equally defir'd the 
Salvation of all Men; if we were afraid of Error 
only becauſe of its hurtful Nature to us, and our 
Fellow-Churches ; then nothing of this Spirit could 
have any Place in us. | . 
There is therefore a Catholic Spirit, a Communi- 
. 0 
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en of Saints in 1 of God and all coach 
which no one can learn from that which is calle 
Orthodoxy in particular Churches, but is only to be 
had by a zozal Dying to all worldly Views, by a 
pure Love of God, and oy ſuch an CJuction from 
above, as delivers the Mind from all S&{i/ne/5, and 
makes it love Truth and Goodneſs with an Equality 
of Affection in every Man, whether he 1 
ew, or Gentile. He that would obtain this Divine 
and Catholick Spirit in this diſordered, divided 
State of Things, and live in a divided Part of the 
Church without partaking of its Diviſion, muſt 
have theſe hee Purhs deeply fixed in his Mind: 
Firſt, That univerſal Love, which gives the whole 
Strength of the Heart to God, and make us love 
every Man as we love ourſelves, is the Nobleſt, the 
moſt Divine, and God- like State of the Soul, and 
is the utmoſt Perfection to which the moſt perfe4 
Religion can raiſe us; and that no Religion dog 
any Man any Good, but ſo far as it brings this Per- 
fection of Love into him. This Truth will ſhew 
us, that zrue Oribodoxy can nowhere be found, but 
in a pure diſintereſted Love of God and our Neigh- 
bour. Srondly, That, in the preſent divided State 
of the Church, Truth itſelf is torn and divided 
aſunder ; and that therefore he can be the only ru 
Catholick, who has more of Truth, and leſs of 
Error, than is 3 in by any divided Part, 
This Truth will enable us to live in a divided Part, 
unhurt by its Divifion, and keep us in a true Liber- 
and Fitneſs to be edify d and aſſiſted by all the 
3 that we hear or ſee in any other Part of the 
Church. And thus uniting in Heart and Spirit with 
all that is Holy and good in all Churches, we enter 
into the true Communion of Saints, and become real 
Members 


Members of the holy Catholick Church, tho! we 
ae confined to the outward Worſhip"of only one 
particular Part of it. It is thus, that the Angels, 
as miniſtring Spirits, aſſiſt, join, unite, and co- 
operate with every Thing that is holy and good, 
in every Diviſion of Mankind. T7 hirdly He muſt 
alwa have in Mind this great Truth, That it is 
the Glory of the Divine Juſtice to have no Reſpect 
of Parties or Fer/ons, but to ſtand equally diſpoſed 
wo that which is right and wrong, as well in the 
as in the Gentile. He therefore that would 
ike as God likes, and condemn as God condemns, 
mutt have neither the Zyes of the Papiſt nor the 
Proteſtant ; he muſt like no Truth the lets, becauſe 
N Toyota, or Fohn Bunyan were very zealous 
r it; nor have the leſs Averſion to any Error, 
becauſe Dr. Trap or George Fox had brought it 
forth. Now 1f this univerſal Love, and impartial 
Juſtice, is the Spirit which will judge the. World 
at the laſt Day, how can this Spirit be 70 ſdon or 
uo much in us? Or what can do us more Hurt than 
that which is an Z7ndrarce of it? When I was a 
young Scholar of the Unzverſizy, I heard a great 
Religioniſt ſay in my Father's Houſe, that, if he 
could believe the late King of France to be in 
Heaven, he could not tel! how to wiſh to go 
thither himſelf. This was exceeding ſhocking to 
all that heard it: Jet ſomething of. this kind of 
Temper muſt be ſuppoſed to be more or leſs in thoſe, 
who have, as a Point of Orrhodoxy, work'd them- 
ſelves up into a hearty Contempt and Hatred of 
thoſe that are divided from them. He that has been 
dl his Life long uſed to look with great Abhorrence 
pon thoſe whom he has called ſperſtitious Bigots, 
meaming Viſionaries, falſe Saints, canting Enthu- 
5 | D | ſiaſt 42 


rr 


* js * 
* 


: 7T- 86- ) 
Laſts, &c. muſt 5 expect they will be treated 
by God as they have been by him; and; if he had 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, ſuch People 
would find it hard to get a Place in it. But it 
ſtands us greatly in Hand to get rid of this Temper i 
before we die; for, if nothing but wniver/al Love Wt 
can enter into the Kingdom of God, what can be 
more neceſſary for us, than to be full of this Love 
before we die? | ok 
We oſten hear of People of great Zeal and Ortho 
doxy, declaring on their Death. beds their ſtridt 
Attachment to the Church of Eugland, and making 


folemn Proteſtations againſt all other Churches ; 


but how much better would it be, if ſuch a Per- 
fon was to ſay, © In this divided Sate of Chriſten. 
dom, I muſt conform to ſome outwardly divided 
« Part of it, and therefore I have choſen to live 
« and die in outward Communion with the Church 
* of England; fully believing, that, if I worſhip 
God in Spirit and in Truth in this divided Part 
© of the Church, I ſhall be as acceptable to him, 


et as if I had been a faithful Member of the on 


&+ 2ohole Church, before it was broken into ſeparate 
< Parts. But as I am now going gut of this dif- 
* ordered Diviſion, into a more uni verſal State 
* of Things; as J am now falling into the Hands 
* of the great Creator and Lover of all Souls ; as 
L am going to the God of all Churches, to a King- 
* dom of univerſal Love, which muſt have ity 
* Inhabitants from all People, Nations, and Lan. 
4 e of the Earth; fo, in this Spirit of univer. 
*f fal Love, I defire to perform my laſt Act of 
* Communion in this divided Church, uniting and 
5: joining in Heart and Spirit with all that is Chri- 


8 ſtian, Holy, Gqod, and Acceptable to God, in all 


other 


C 37 
other Churches; praying, from the Bottom of 
my Soul, that every Church may have #7s Saints; 
that God's Kingdom may come, his Will be done 
jn every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men, and 


er e that every Thing that hath Breath may praiſe 
v * the Lord.” f | 
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